Hypothesis: ischaemic plaque necrosis as the initiator of unstable angina/acute myocardial infarction?
1. Coronary atherosclerotic plaque complications are important in precipitating acute coronary events such as unstable angina and myocardial infarction. 2. The hypothesis is put forward that plaque complications are initiated by increases in local coronary artery tone sufficient to cut off the vasa vasorum blood supply to the plaque and result in its ischaemic necrosis.